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SUBJECT: PROPOSED PHS/NIH RESEARCH CONTRACT WITH AKIRA KOBATA 

REF: (A) KRATZER/TOWNSEND TELECON, 1/6/75 

(B) STATE 473 

(C) TOWNSEND'S LETTER TO KRATZER, 1 1/22/74. 

1. EMBOFFS HAVE SPOKEN WITH MINISTRY OF EDUCATION (MOE) ABOUT 
KOBATA CONTRACT BUT HAVE MET EXTENSIVE RESISTANCE AND DELAY IN 
CONSIDERATION OF CONTRACT ON PART OF OFFICIAL IN CHARGE OF IT. 

2. EMBOFFS PLAN TO PRESENT TALKING PAPER TO FOREIGN MINISTRY 
WEEK OF JANUARY 6 ASKING FOR THEIR HELP IN RESOLVING PROBLEM. 

3. EMBASSY WILL REPORT RESULTS AS SOON AS AVAILABLE. HOWEVER, 
CONFIRMING KRATZER/TOWNSEND TELECON, AND IN VIEW OF I PASSE REACHED 
BETWEEN DHEW AND MOE IN 1970 OVER SIMILAR FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS 
WITH EMPLOYEES OF JAPANESE NATIONAL UNIVRSITIES, EMBASSY IS NOT 
OPTIMISTIC THAT THIS CONTRACT CAN BE CONCLUDED. IN PRESENT FORM. 
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